LIHEAP Letter to House and Senate Appropriators and Leadership

September 20, 2010

Hon. Harry Reid Hon. Mitch McConnell

Senate Majority Leader Senate Minority Leader
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Hon. Nancy Pelosi Hon. John Boehner

Speaker of the House Minority Leader

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Hon. Daniel Inouye Hon. Thad Cochran

Chairman Vice Chairman

Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Hon. David Obey Hon. Jerry Lewis

Chairman Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee House Appropriations Committee
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

As you prepare to fund the government into FY2011, we wish to bring to your attention a potentially
catastrophic situation involving the operation of the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP), and to urge that the Congress adopt the FY2011 recommendations of the House appropriators
for LIHEAP. The House bill would level funding of LIHEAP at $5.1 billion for FY2011, the same amount
as provided in FY2010. In comparison, the Senate bill would provide $3.3 billion, requiring a cut of three
million households from the program. In order to pay their energy bills, many of these families would
have to choose between paying for food, medicine and other necessities. The House bill would prevent
many of these families from having to make these choices.

The Senate bill is premised upon an automatic “trigger” provision proposed by the Administration. If that
trigger is eventually enacted, LIHEAP would be funded at $5.3 billion next year; however, this provision
cannot take effect without signing new authorizing legislation into law—therefore, the “missing” $2 billion
represents an unexpected, inadvertent cut to a critical program. At this time, the requisite “trigger”
legislation has not been introduced in either the House or the Senate. It is thus unlikely that this Congress
has time to legislate on this matter. If the next Congress opts to address this issue, it may not occur until
long after the winter heating season.

LIHEAP has evolved into a widely supported, essential program that delivers critical short-term aid to our
most vulnerable neighbors, including elderly on fixed incomes and the desperately poor. In the last two
fiscal years, the LIHEAP program was funded at the $5.1 billion level. This strong bipartisan funding
commitment allowed LIHEAP to grow from a primarily regional program to a national one.

The number of households receiving assistance reached record levels for this year, increasing from 7.7
million to 8.8 million. Even though Congress funded LIHEAP at the $5.1 billion level, that amount was still
only enough to assist one in five eligible Americans.

At this writing, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and Education has provided $5.1
billion for FY2011. The Senate Appropriations Committee has provided $3.3 billion for LIHEAP. Thus,
unless conferees adopt the $5.1 billion in LIHEAP funding envisioned by House appropriators for next
year, states will be compelled to implement painful, 35 percent reductions in less than three weeks. More
than 3 million very low income otherwise-eligible households (or nearly 8 million Americans) could soon
lose access to LIHEAP. Fortunately, this catastrophe can be averted by at least level-funding LIHEAP as
House appropriators have proposed. We respectfully suggest that this remedy be applied to
appropriations bill.
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