American Gas Association

RESIDENTIAL ENERGY COST ANALYSIS
FOR GREATER WASHINGTON REGION

Based on data from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), prices in the broader Pacific region follow patterns
comparable to those in Washington state, offering an indication of expected household energy cost trends across the

Region. When analyzing the cost of energy for Washington households, state prices and use are only available through the
spring of 2026. Modeling future energy prices is available only from the EIA for the Pacific Census Region.

In 2025, the average EIA-reported residential prices in Washington were:
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Washington First-Year and Lifecycle Cost
Analysis for New Single-Family Homes

Average Energy Costs During Winter Storm Fern

Seasonal price patterns can make natural gas particularly
cost-effective for space heating, especially in homes that
also use natural gas for water heating, cooking, or clothes
drying. Although Washington’s average electricity-to-
natural-gas price ratio was about 2.3 times in 2025, the
ratio may fall to around 2.0 times during the summer and
rise to approximately 3.0 times during the winter. This
estimate assumes that 2026 follows a seasonal pattern
like 2024.

Using the methodology outlined in the AGA Building for Efficiency report, estimated heating costs were calculated for
typical new single-family homes in the Greater Washington area. A family living in a new single-family home with
natural gas could save around $159 per year compared with an all-electric, air-source heat pump. The use of a
standard cold climate model would be comparable to a high-efficiency furnace. Over the life of the equipment, that same

household can save hetween $1,000 and $6,000.
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Contact: Brendan 0'Brien, Director, Energy Analysis
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